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'mud-born bubble/ a 'bladder of pride newe blowne/ a 'cotquean
and scrattop of seoldes,' a * lumpish leaden-heeld letter-dauber/
'a mote-catching carper/ Sometimes, his antagonist becomes the
occasion for notes and observations in which the original subject
is lost sight of, as in his digression on Roman satire, or on the
adaptability of the hexameter to English. Such exuberant fertility
of fancy and expression was primarily Nashe's innate gift But
his unceasing efforts at paronomasia betray the influence of such
Italian Latinists as Guarino, and his affectation of figurative para-
phrase is, in its essence, of the kind which the Theophrastians
made fashionable a few years later. But there are other passages
in which his imaginative sarcasm overreaches itself and collapses
in mere buffoonery.
Harvey retaliated with Pierces Supererogation. But the
reply remained unanswered, since Nashe now came forward as
a religious reformer in Christs Teares over Jerusalem (1593), to
which he prefixed a declaration of peace and goodwill to all men.
Such sudden conversions were not uncommon in an age of conflict
between the traditions of medieval Christianity and the Graeco-
Oriental morality advocated by the classics of the silver age.
Gosson and Rankins both wrote plays before condemning the
immorality of the stage; Anthony Munday is alleged to have
written A Ballad against Plays; John Marston followed the
production of an erotic poem with an attack on licentious verse;
R, Brathwaite, after playing with the toys of fancy, published The
Prodigals Teares: or His fare-well to Vanity (1614); and both
Dekker and Rowlands unexpectedly appear in the guise of mission-
aries. As we have seen in the case of Greene, the ideals of ancient
Rome and of renascent Italy were a treacherous guide among the
temptations of London, and but a sorry consolation in times of
poverty and pestilence. But the taste of the reading public must
have chiefly weighed with these bread-winners. The lower classes
loved the spectacle of a stricken conscience, even in their street
ballads, and the ever-increasing sect of puritans must, by BOW,
have formed a body of opinion difficult to resist The booklet
begins with a long paraphrase of Christ's prophecy of the fall of
Jerusalem. Then follows an account of its fulfilment, drawn from
Joseph Ben Gorion1. But it is easy to see that the narrative is
coloured by a national sense of uneasiness. The signs and tokens
1 History of the Latter Times of tfo Jews' Covwowffe<il> Vide McJEerrow, Work* of
2*. Nashe, vol. IY, 1908, p. 212.